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Brentford Walks Hearing Statement in response to EX54 Brentford Docks Note  
Main Matter 7 – Green & Blue Infrastructure, Community Infrastructure and Environmental 
Quality 
 

Council to undertake research to document the available evidence of the planning history of 
the Brentford Docks site, including any formal planning designations relating to open space 
adopted in previous development plans. 

 

1. With regard to evidence of planning history, the EX54 Brentford Docks Note 
references the resolution for approval of the former Brentford Dock for residential 
purposes and public open space (POS) on 26 April 1978, and the 1.24 acres of POS is 
shown on the Plans in Appendix 3.   
 

2. The note fails to reference or document the original planning permission 29 May 1970 
overleaf (provided to Brentford Walks by Hounslow Council 9.4.24), showing 2.00 acres 
of POS and Riverside Walk.    
 

3. The EX54 Brentford Docks Note provides no reference or evidence explaining the 
decisions made to reduce the POS from 2 acres to 1.24 acres. 
 

4. At 2.1 of the Note, the table shows that this public open space, permitted as part of the 
original planning permission 29 May 1970 and as part of the revised planning permission 
26 April 1978, has not been designated as Open Space in the Local Plans/Development 
Plans overtime.   

In relation to the 2015-2030 Hounslow Local Plan (adopted Local Plan) the notes fail to 
document that the POS in Brentford Dock is referred to as a 'viewing point pocket park’ in 
the Urban London Borough of Hounslow Urban Context and Character Study 
2014.  Pocket Parks constituted an Open Space categorisation in the then London Plan 
2011. 

[Pocket Parks as defined in London Plan 2011: Small areas of open space that provide 
natural surfaces and shaded areas for informal play and passive recreation that 
sometimes have seating and play equipment.  Size guide line 0.4ha; distance from 
homes: less than 400m] 

5. Local Plan Policy GB2 states that Local Open Space will be protected and enhanced by 
‘designating and protecting Local open Space as shown on the Policies Map, in line with 
the NPPF and the London Plan’.  The Note does not explain or give any valid justification 
why Brentford Dock’s 0.5 hectares of POS, permitted as part of development, has not 
been included in the current Open Space evidence base; why it has not been designated 
nor identified on the Policies Map, now or historically. 
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Original planning permission 29 May 1970 with Public Open Space (POS) and POS boundary highlighted in red
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6. Plans are ‘sound’ if they are consistent with national policy. NPPF (2023).  Failure to 
designate and protect this POS is inconsistent with paragraphs 104 – 106 and 181. The 
POS at Brentford Dock should be designated to make the Plan sound.  
 
Para 104 Planning policies and decisions should 

protect and enhance public rights of way 
and access, including taking opportunities 
to provide better facilities for users, for 
example by adding links to existing rights 
of way networks including National Trails.  

 

The Local Plan fails to: 
• protect the POS at 

Brentford Dock and 
right of access 

• fails to realise the 
potential to link the 
POS to the Thames 
Path National Trail 

Para 105  The designation of land as Local Green 
Space through local and neighbourhood 
plans allows communities to identify and 
protect green areas of particular 
importance to them. . . . Local Green 
Spaces should only be designated when 
a plan is prepared or updated, and be 
capable of enduring beyond the end of 
the plan period.  

 

This open space is of 
particular importance to 
the local community of 
Brentford. 
 
The Council has failed 
historically to designate 
and protect this POS, now 
is the time to designate it 
as part of preparing this 
Local Plan.  
 
The Legal Agreements 
provided as part of 
Brentford Walks evidence 
that this POS is capable of 
enduring beyond the end 
of the plan period (Transfer 
of Freehold Agreement 5 
August 1991 and Even 
Date Agreement regarding 
provision for the open 
space land)  

Para 106 The Local Green Space designation 
should only be used where the green 
space is:  

a)  in reasonably close proximity to the 
community it serves;  

b)  demonstrably special to a local 
community and holds a particular 
local significance, for example 
because of its beauty, historic 
significance, recreational value 
(including as a playing field), 
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; 
and  

 
 
 
The POS at Brentford 
Dock satisfies all the 
criteria for Local Green 
Space 
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c)  local in character and is not an 
extensive tract of land.  

 
Para 181 Plans should: distinguish between the 

hierarchy of international, national and 
locally designated sites; allocate land with 
the least environmental or amenity value, 
where consistent with other policies in this 
Framework; take a strategic approach to 
maintaining and enhancing networks of 
habitats and green infrastructure; and 
plan for the enhancement of natural 
capital at a catchment or landscape scale 
across local authority boundaries.  

 

The POS at Brentford 
Dock is a local amenity but 
should also be 
acknowledged and 
protected for its national 
and international value and 
views, due to its location 
on the River Thames, with 
landscape views across to 
Kew Royal Botanic 
Gardens (UNESCO World 
Heritage site)  

   
 

7. The Even Date Agreement 5 August 1991 (shown overleaf) states that ‘the public shall at 
all reasonable times have access to and be permitted to use and enjoy the land shown 
hatched blue on the plan annexed hereto’.  The blue hatched area is illustrated in 
Appendix 2 page 10 of the EX54 Note.  The letter from LBH (20 January 2026) and the 
opening of the POS by Brentford Dock Limited (BDL) on 1 February 2026 demonstrates 
that the planning approval of POS and public access to it is binding and that this POS will 
endure beyond the Plan period. 
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8. The Local Plan evidence identifies a deficit of open space in Brentford, within a 10-15 
minute walk.  The failure of Hounslow Council to designate this open space historically 
has contributed to the failure and ineffectiveness of the Council to protect both the POS 
and public access to it.  Historically, public access has not been an issue.  However it is 
now following the erection of gates by BDL in June 2023, in breach of all planning and 
legal agreements, signed by both BDL and the London Borough of Hounslow (LBH).   
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9. To be clear regarding the history of Brentford Dock, it was public land owned by the GLC 
in the late 1960s.  POS was granted in the Original Planning Permission 29 May 1970, 
and in the Revised Planning Permission 26 April 1978; LBH and BDL signed the Transfer 
of Freehold Agreement and Even Date Agreement 5 August 1991, securing the POS and 
public access.  This was public land before development; the POS and public access 
was granted as part of the planning permissions for development.  LBH has a statutory 
responsibility to protect this POS and public access in line with NPPF paragraphs 104-
106 and 181, and London Plan policy G4.  This POS was intended for the enjoyment of 
all, (not just for the Brentford Dock residents) and public access should be protected for 
all.  
 

10. It is evident from the EX54 Note that the open space has not been designated in the 
Local Plans, and no clear reason has been given for why 0.5 hectares of open space has 
not been designated and why it is missing from the Open Space Evidence Assessment 
and the Policies Map, historically. Whatever the reason for the omission, there is now a 
clear and urgent need and now is the time for due diligence and to designate through the 
Local Plan process.  

11. Brentford Walks requests that this 0.5 ha of POS is given an appropriate Open Space 
designation, it fulfils all the criteria for designation as Local Green Space (NPPF para 
106) and should be part of the green and blue network and All Green Grid. Failure to 
protect this open space and public access is inconsistent with national and regional 
policy and makes the plan unsound.  
 

12. BDL closed access to the POS in June 2023, in breach of the Original Planning 
Permissions granted in 1970, revised Planning Permission granted in 1978, the Transfer 
of Freehold and Even Date Agreements 5 August 1991 securing the POS and public 
access to it. The Council has to this date failed to effectively restore full, accessible public 
to this open space through planning, enforcement or legal action.   
 

13. This Local Plan designation is essential to protect this open space, permitted through 
development, now and in perpetuity. 

 

Provision of any other explanation or details relevant to the status of access/public right of 
way to the Brentford Docks site insofar as capable of being disclosed at this stage, noting 
the separate Brentford Walks proposal for a Definitive Map Modification Order has yet to be 
determined.  

 

14. The EX54 Note fails to reflect the letter sent by the Council to Brentford Dock solicitors 
on 20 January 2026 (below) or update on the Council’s stance and action taken since 
then. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Hearing statement: 1,422 words]  
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[Letter: 1,537 words] 


