Sustainability Checklist

This sustainability checklist has been developed to help assess the social, environmental and economic impacts of development in Hounslow. In line with government guidance contained within PPG1 which requires planning authorities to take account of environmental issues and in light of the high development pressure that exists, Hounslow is one of an increasing number of local authorities to introduce sustainability assessment to the development control process.

The sustainability checklist is intended to help developers consider the potential effects of their proposal and encourage implementation of measures which ensure that adverse effects are minimised. The checklist is particularly relevant to those developments which fall within the minimum thresholds of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 1999, but which fall below the indicative thresholds set by the DETR in Circular 02/99 and/or in the opinion of the Council, do not require formal EIA. 

The checklist should be completed for all planing applications involving: multiple dwellings, industrial, leisure, entertainment, commercial, retail, warehousing and transport infrastructure proposals. 

You are not required to complete the checklist for household extensions, shop fronts, telecommunications, trees, advertisements and lawful use applications.

The checklist is Supplementary Planning Guidance to the Unitary Development Plan and thereby constitutes a material planning consideration for development control. 

The checklist has been trialed in various formats before being included as Supplementary Planning Guidance to the Unitary Development Plan. Any comments received on its effectiveness, usefulness or other will be used to help inform any review of this document. It is therefore in the interests of all stakeholders in Hounslow’s planning system to ensure that the checklist is clear, effective and relevant, and to this end we encourage you to complete the checklist and provide feedback on its format and content. 

There is no 'pass mark' because the purpose of the checklist is to encourage developers to address the issues raised and thereby submit proposals which are more sustainable than they would otherwise have been. The pros and cons of scoring were considered but it has been concluded that because of the varying significance of each question and the inability to 'trade-off' one point against another, the checklist will be used simply to draw attention to those areas where the proposal performs poorly, say in energy efficiency, loss of jobs or loss of leisure facilities, and to work with developers, through negotiation, to encourage modifications in the proposal that would reduce adverse impacts. The ultimate aim is to help promote 'sustainable regeneration' in the borough through two-way negotiation in a proactive and positive manner in accordance with the Council’s sustainable regeneration strategy, ‘The Triple Dividend’. The checklist should be submitted before finalising the design of your proposed development. 

Please return the completed checklist with your planning application to: Development Control, Borough Planning Office, Civic Centre, Lampton Road, Hounslow, TW3 4DN.    

London Borough of Hounslow 

Sustainability Checklist
	Application Address:
	

	Description of current site use:
	

	Description of Proposal:
	


	Sustainability Theme
	Economy
	Details Relating to Specific Proposal

(attach separate sheet  if necessary)
	Comment

(office use) 

	Employment
	1a)
	Would the proposal create new jobs which can be filled by local people? 
	
	

	Training
	2 a)
	Would training be provided for local people either during construction or operation?
	
	

	Economy
	3 a)
	Would the proposal displace existing local business and / or local jobs?
	
	

	
	b)
	Could the development adversely affect existing local businesses? If so,  how?
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Environment
	Details Relating to Specific Proposal

(attach separate sheet  if necessary)
	Comment

(office use) 

	Land & 

Land Use
	4 a)
	What percentage of the development would be on previously developed / brownfield land?
	
	

	
	b)
	Give details of any remediation of currently contaminated land associated with the development.
	
	

	
	c)
	Would the development result in the loss of designated green space including Green Belt, MOL or Public Open Space (as defined under UDP Objective ENV.N1)?
	
	

	
	d)
	If the proposal involves the loss of any green space, would this be compensated for elsewhere? 
	
	

	Nature Conservation
	5 a)
	Would the proposal result in lasting loss of vegetation and/or nature conservation features, either on- or off-site?
	
	

	
	b)
	Would the development result in a net improvement for nature conservation in the borough?
	
	

	
	c)
	Are specific measures proposed to protect existing landscape and vegetation features from damage during construction or to compensate for their loss by replacement?
	
	

	
	d)
	Would the development involve land take of sites designated for nature conservation purposes?
	
	

	Air Quality
	6 a)
	Outline any processes or activities associated with the proposal which could affect air quality.
	
	

	
	b)
	Give details of any specific measures to ensure that potential impact on air quality is minimised?
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Environment continued
	Details Relating to Specific Proposal

(attach separate sheet  if necessary)
	Comment

(office use) 

	Energy
	7 a)
	Outline how the proposal’s design maximises solar gain (passive light & heating from the sun) through site layout & building design?
	
	

	
	b)
	Give details of energy efficiency measures incorporated in the design (e.g. super-insulation, heat recovery, lighting measures)
	
	

	
	c)
	Will the building include artificial air conditioning and ventilation? If so, give details of refrigerant. 
	
	

	
	d)
	Give details of any plans to use renewable energy sources? 
	
	

	Water
	8 a)
	Would there be a net reduction or increase in surface run off as a result of the proposed development? 
	
	

	
	b)
	Would the proposal include active management of surface run-off (other than conventional channelling to storm-water sewers)?
	
	

	
	c)
	Would the use of porous surfacing materials be maximised? Give details.
	
	

	Construction Materials
	9 a)
	Give details of any construction materials chosen because of their minimal environmental impact.
	
	

	
	b)
	Does the design specification include use of PVC materials?
	
	

	
	c)
	Are high quality materials specified to promote longevity of the development?
	
	

	
	d)
	How does the proposal’s design incorporate features that would enable it to be adapted to accommodate a range of different uses?
	
	

	Waste
	10a
	Would recycled materials be used in construction? Please give details.
	
	

	
	b)
	Are there any plans to re-use materials that currently exist on site? Please give details. 
	
	

	
	c)
	Outline any specific provision for storage of materials awaiting collection for recycling once the proposal is operational.
	
	

	
	d)
	Outline any specific proposals to divert waste generated as a result of construction or operation of the proposal from landfill.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Transport
	Details Relating to Specific Proposal

(attach separate sheet  if necessary)
	Comment

(office use) 

	Access
	11a)
	Would all parts of the development be accessible to people in wheelchairs?
	
	

	
	b)
	If the proposal is more than two storeys high, would a wheelchair accessible lift be provided?
	
	

	Public Transport
	12a)
	Would there be access to frequent public transport links  (existing services) within 0.5km of the site entrance?
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Transport continued
	Details Relating to Specific Proposal

(attach separate sheet  if necessary)
	Comment

(office use) 

	
	b)
	Outline any improvements to local public transport links which would result from the proposal.
	
	

	
	c)
	How does the proposal compare to the borough’s adopted parking standards? (more stringent i.e. fewer spaces or less stringent i.e. more spaces) 
	
	

	
	d)
	Are there plans to adopt a Green Transport Plan when the development is in operation?
	
	

	Cyclists
	13a)
	Give details of specific on-site facilities for cycles and cyclists. 
	
	

	
	b)
	Are there clear links to the local cycling network from the site or are new links proposed as part of the development? 
	
	

	Pedestrians
	14a)
	Are there safe pedestrian access routes to the site from local public transport links?
	
	

	
	b)
	Are pedestrians afforded priority over all on-site vehicle movements?
	
	

	
	c)
	How would the overall layout of the proposal facilitate access by pedestrians?
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Social
	Details Relating to Specific Proposal

(attach separate sheet  if necessary)
	Comment

(office use) 

	Crime & Safety
	15a)
	Give details of specific crime reducing features incorporated in the design (e.g. CCTV, security lighting etc.) 
	
	

	Built Environment
	16a)
	How will the development affect the aesthetics of the surrounding townscape?
	
	

	
	b)
	Is the proposal in a conservation area or adjacent to a historic or listed building?
	
	

	Social & Cultural
	17a)
	Give details of any new social or community facilities associated with the proposal? 
	
	

	
	b)
	Does the proposal include plans to replace any existing social or community facilities that would be lost due to the development?
	
	

	Leisure
	18a)
	Give details of new leisure facilities associated with the proposal? 
	
	

	
	b)
	Does the proposal include plans to replace any existing leisure facilities that would be lost due to the development?
	
	

	
	c)
	Would the development provide access to quality external open space for employees or service users?
	
	

	Community Involvement
	19a)
	How have the opinions of local people regarding the proposal been incorporated? 
	
	

	
	b)
	Give details of any plans to continue liaison with local people? 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Sustainability
	Details Relating to Specific Proposal

(attach separate sheet  if necessary)
	Comment

(office use) 

	Longevity
	20a
	What is the proposed life span of the development? 


	
	

	Need
	b)
	Does the proposed development meet a known demand in the local area?


	
	

	Alternatives
	c)
	Give details of alternatives studied in relation to the proposal site and/or to the proposed activity. 
	
	

	
	d)
	Outline why the proposal was chosen as the most appropriate site and design.


	
	


	Give details of any other steps you have taken to ensure the proposal is as sustainable as possible.




	Comments (Office Use Only)




Please return the completed checklist with your planning application to: Development Control, Borough Planning Office, Civic Centre, Lampton Road, Hounslow, TW3 4DN.
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