


Rainbow Project

Since its launch in autumn 2008 the Rainbow Project has provided Hounslow Homes’ residents
with the opportunity to bid for grants of between £5,000 and £100,000 to improve their community
and / or local environment.

There was huge interest in the Rainbow Project with more than 50 groups applying for grants. To
date we have provided funding for 31 different projects across the borough, including:

Provision of new, or improvements to existing, community centres

Improvements to communal areas of sheltered schemes across the borough

Play projects, youth clubs and activities for young people

New or improved play facilities

Improvements to communal gardens

Activities and services for older residents, women and families across the borough
Community development, advice and support services for residents and community groups

If you would like to find out more about any Rainbow funded project in your area or how you can
take part contact Emmanuel Rajanayagam on emmanuel.rajanayagam@hounslow.gov.uk or 020
8583 4813 or visit http://www.hounslow.gov.uk/rainbowproject

Projects funded across the borough

The following projects across the borough have rece ived funding and support from the
Rainbow Project.

Provision of new or improvements to existing commun ity centres

Brabazon Estate Residents Association (BERA), Heston

Brabazon Estate Residents Association have had a very busy year. The
Rainbow Project funded a complete refurbishment and extension of 106
Brabazon road to provide a new community centre.

The group has also been successful in securing funding from Comic Relief |
to provide different sporting activities for children and young people on the
estate.

The group has real aspirations to make full use of their new centre on the -
estate having already started to run coffee mornings, aiming to start providing mother and toddler
groups, youth clubs, homework clubs etc over the course of the year. The new centre is also now
available for private hires, giving a new resource for the estate for residents to run their own
activities. Now is a brilliant time to approach the group and see how you could get involved, call
Emmanuel on the detalils listed to find out how.

ROSE Community Centre, Brentford

Residents Of Syon Estate (ROSE), used Rainbow Project funding to carry out refurbishment of the
community centre following a fire in 2009. The community centre is the hub of the estate, where
residents can access services and activities. The management
committee have been hard at work to try and reopen the centre, and
successfully bid for Rainbow Project funding. Following the
refurbishment, the centre is being fully utilised with regular bookings,




providing a range of new services and activities for the whole community.

The management committee also secured Rainbow Project funding to refurbish the multi use
games area. The games area is now being used by residents of all ages to stay active and play
sports.

Heston Farm Estate Residents Association, Heston

Heston Farm Residents Association successfully applied for Rainbow Project funding to carry out
a refurbishment to the community hall at Fenton House. The refurbishment included putting down
new flooring, installing new ceiling tiles, new lighting and brand new doors.

To refurbish the community hall at Fenton House has provided a new safe environment where the
community can carry out events and activities including kickboxing classes for adults and children.
The association plans to make full use of their new look community hall, and run a range of
activities for the community in the future.

Haverfield Resident Association, Brentford

The Rainbow Project funded an extension and refurbishment of the kitchen at Mission Hall by
working with Haverfield Resident Association. This has proved to be a success with an increase in
the number of booking for the hall, which is in regular usage now providing activities and services
for the community.

The association also secured funding to provide an advice service by Genesis and play activities
provided by Apple. The play activities were a huge success, and the group are interested in trying
to continue this in the future.

Rainbow Project funding has also been set aside to carry out landscaping and improvements to
the communal gardens at Walnut Tree Road and Cressage House to encourage greater usage by
families and children, providing a safe area to play outdoors. We are currently in the process of
consulting further with residents to see what next steps they would like to see.

HETRA

HFTRA (Housing Federation of Tenants and Resident Associations) has been serving the
Residents, Tenants and Leaseholders of Hounslow Borough since 1970. HFTRA received
Rainbow project funding to build an extension to the resource centre at Benson Close. The project
was funded in partnership with all three of Hounslow Homes Neighbourhood Forums. The
extension work has been completed and the HFTRA officers are already in! The old office area
has since been knocked down.

HFTRA will continue its great work in the borough from its new look offices.

Edensor Gardens Residents Association, Chiswick

Rainbow Project funding was secured by Edensor Gardens Residents Association to make some
minor improvements to their community room. The improvements to the community room have
been completed including the installation of radiators, a water heater and purchase of tables to
allow for greater usage.

Funding was also used to deliver a sports project for young people to encourage active
participation and reduce youth related anti-social behaviour. The sports project has been very
successful with high numbers of young people turning up at each session. Once again Brentford
Football Club Community Sports Trust has been delivering the sports sessions, which have been
very well received by the children and young people in the area.

ROWE Residents Association, Isleworth




Residents Of Worton Estate (ROWE) received money from the Rainbow Project to carry out a
refurbishment and extension to the community centre. The association is very active and has
secured a contract with a private nursery that occupies the centre during the mornings, generating
income for the group to use to provide activities for the residents and community of the estate. The
internal refurbishment work has been completed, including providing a new kitchen. The extension
work is ongoing.

The association was also funded to provide multi-sports sessions and street dance delivered by
Athlete London for children and young people. The multi-sport and street dance sessions have
been well attended and received by children and parents on the estate. The association hope to
be able to fund more activities in the future after Rainbow Project funding has ended.

Improved facilities and services for older resident S

Bedfont Lane Community Association, Feltham

The Bedfont Lane Community Association successfully applied for
Rainbow Project funding to carry out some minor refurbishment
work to the Bedfont Lane Community Centre. The work carried out
to the centre allowed the association to continue providing activities
for senior citizens, children and young people. The group provide
weekly Senior Citizens club, attracting on average up to 50 older
residents from across the borough. They provide a warm welcoming
place to gather a soup kitchen and bingo! For many of the senior citizens attendlng this provides a
welcomed opportunity to get out of the home, reducing isolation. The group also secured funding
to provide art classes for young people during the school holidays.

Cooper House sheltered scheme, Hounslow

Rainbow Project funding was provided to construct a gazebo and provide garden furniture for
residents to be able to sit outside in a shaded area, and increase the use of communal gardens.
Funding was also used to provide improvements to a raised plant bed to create a herb bed. The
new look garden will now allow residents of the scheme to enjoy any good weather we might be
fortunate to enjoy. Cooper House is also proud to be the home of two residents with a significant
amount of years behind them, one aged 100, and one aged 102!

“The gazebo and herb garden has lifted the spirits of the residents. Residents are able to see the change, and are
getting enjoyment and pride from their new look garden.”
Sheltered scheme manager — Cooper House.

Harnage House sheltered scheme, Brentford

Successfully applied for Rainbow Project funding to make improvements to
communal areas of the scheme. Funding was used to refurbish an under
utilised room and create a library, and build an external drying area. As part of
the library refurbishment a computer, printer and broadband provision was also
purchased to allow residents to make full use of the internet whether it be to
shop on-line or stay in touch with family and friend.

Hyde House



Hyde House secured Rainbow Project funding to make improvements to their communal garden.
This has included installing a pergola, put down new paving, and some new plants. Benches were
also installed so residents can enjoy their new pergola, and sit outside and enjoy their garden. All
that’s left now is to install some nice new railings and gate for the front entrance to finish off a
great project which is already being used by residents.

Lavender Court, sheltered scheme,

Lavender Court sheltered accommodation scheme received Rainbow
Project funding to build a conservatory to provide a communal area for
residents. The new space will provide residents with a new area to
organise social gatherings and activities to reduce isolation

The Sheltered Scheme have managed to set up a residents association
with the support of Hounslow Homes, and have been organising fund
raisers.

Meadowcroft Sheltered Scheme, Chiswick

Meadowcroft Sheltered Scheme used the money they applied for from the
Rainbow Project to install a canopy complete with permanent garden
furniture, and a nice paved path connecting the canopy area to the
existing footpath to encourage more use of the gardens and reduce
isolation. The pathway also allows wheel chair users to access the new
canopy. Residents are really happy with the final results enjoying the
garden fully in the summer months outside with their friends and family.
Roger Cannakamma the sheltered scheme manager at Meadowcroft has been the driving force
for the project, wanting to make sure there was a legacy which current and future residents can
continue to make use of.

“it has encouraged a community spirit for the residents” — sheltered scheme manager
Meadowcroft

Owen House

Rainbow Project funding was used to make improvements to the communal garden. These
improvements included installing a trellis, new patio paving, and a new footpath to improve
accessibility. The project also included planting trees and pot plants. The new patio paving area
gives residents of Owen House the opportunity to gather outside, Hounslow Homes provided
further funding to purchase garden furniture.

Improvements to communal gardens and open areas on estates

Corporation Avenue:

A new mini playground was put in Charter Crescent after receiving Rainbow Project funding. The
project came about by trying to make best use of unused open space, following consultation that
there was no real play equipment in the local area for young children. The footpath was also
resurfaced with the aim of encouraging families to use the space and bring the local community
together. The project was funded due to the diligence of the Corporation Avenue Residents
Association being able to secure funding from O2 Its Your Community, Council Section 106
funding alongside the successful bid to the Rainbow Project.

Lambert Lodge Sheltered Scheme, Brentford




Lambert Lodge Sheltered scheme secured funding to carry out improvements to the communal
gardens including installation of raised plant beds, improvements to existing flower beds and
installation of a canopy for shelter. The new communal garden provides
an outdoor space for residents to make use of. The raised plant beds will
allow any keen gardeners to take part without causing any strain to
themselves by the eliminating the need to constantly bend down. Their
new look garden has won Best Sheltered Housing Garden at the annual
Hounslow Homes Heroes Awards for the second year in a row.

| feel that the tenants of Lambert lodge are more proud of their communal garden. It has encouraged us to enter
garden competitions, in fact last year we won first prize. Many of the older tenants now sit in the garden in the summer
rather than stay in their flats. Visitors enjoy the garden also. — Con Dwyer — resident Lambert Lodge.

Jessop House Sheltered Scheme, Chiswick

Jessop House successfully applied for Rainbow Project funding to
make use of an area of open space at the rear of the scheme by
turning it into a beautiful vegetable garden. The ambitions of the
garden are to reduce isolation, and enable residents to spend more
time outdoors. Work included installing raised and ground level plant
beds, fencing, garden shed, and external water and electric points.
Residents, one in particular have been very active looking after their
new vegetable garden, growing their own fruit and vegetables and selling this produce onto fellow
residents. The money generated is used to buy more seeds and plants to be grown again,
creating their own sustainable garden.

The residents also organised their own brilliant opening ceremony, attended by over 150 local
residents, community members, councillors and police officers.

Once again a big thank you to the scheme manager Margaret Ayers for her amazing work
supporting the project throughout.

R

“Excellent support for our project, and helped in every aspect” - Resident Jessop House

“l was so pleased to be invited to officially open the garden, it is a wonderful example of residents instigating and
leading a project to create a beautiful and sustainable outdoor space. The garden looks fantastic, and residents are
able to fund the upkeep by selling the organic produce they grow which is brilliantly entrepreneurial!

Clir Steve Curran, cabinet member for housing at Hounslow Council

Sutton Court Road:

Rainbow Project funding was used to make improvements to the communal garden at 68 Sutton
Court Road, to encourage greater resident usage. Two waist high planting beds were created, and
plastic planters hanging from railings were also purchased.

Projects for children and young people

Brentford Towers Residents Association

Brentford Towers have received funding to deliver a number of activities for children and young
people in the local area. The association began delivery in April 2011, and the number of children
getting involved is slowly increasing.

Activities include:

Weekly free play activities 5-11 year olds — provided by Westplay.
Weekly open access playclub 6-12 year olds — provided by Apple.



Bi weekly Youth Club 11-14 year olds provided by Integrated Youth Support Service
(1YSS).

Weekly football and youth club session — provided Brentford Football Club Community
Sports Trust (BFCCST).

The group has been very active and is showing a real commitment for providing services and
opportunities for the children of the estate.

Dukes Meadow Community Association, Chiswick

Dukes Meadow Community Association received Rainbow Project funding to deliver a junior and
senior youth club for the children and young people of Alexandra Gardens, Staveley Gardens and
Edensor Gardens. The Westside Youth Club ran very successfully for many years until it closed
due to a lack of funding and youth workers. The new funding will allow for the provision of activities
for children and young people to encourage active participation and reduce youth related anti-
social behaviour. Both youth clubs are run by Brentford Football Club Community Sports Trust,
which started in October 2010 and feedback has been positive.

Feltham Arts Community Development Association, Feltham

Feltham Arts Community Development Association have been funded to run a junior youth club to
engage children and young people on the Highfields Estate and reduce youth related anti-social
behaviour. The project is in its early stages of delivery, so keep an eye for more updated
information.

Oriel Residents Association, Hanworth

Oriel Residents Association secured Rainbow Project funding to run a
programme of activities for children and young people run by Feltham Arts
Association. Sessions included art workshops, dance and drama classes. The
classes were very well received by the community and children on the estate,
the Mosaic created by the children in the art workshop won an award at the
Hounslow Homes Tenant Awards in 2010. The active association has regular
use of its community centre, with their centre manager receiving the Resident
Association Committee Member of the Year, at the third annual Hounslow
Homes Heroes Awards this year.

New or improved play / sports facilities

Clayponds Residents Association, South Ealing

Clayponds Residents Association secured funding to run a play project for young
children on the estate provided by Westplay. The project started in early §
December 2010 and numbers have been increasing. The play club project has
continued to be a success, and enjoyed by the children and parents. The group is
now looking at the other options for funding for the future. The association has a
great track record of providing activities, and organising fun days for all residents.
Contact Emmanuel if you want to get involved.

Ivybridge Residents Association, Isleworth

URA Ivybridge, the residents association for Ivybridge Estate used Rainbow
Project funding to carry out an extensive refurbishment to the toddler's




playground by Easdale House on Summerwood Road. The new toddler playground is now a safe
environment for young children to play. Funding was also provided to run activities for children and young
people including football sessions, street dance sessions and a youth club.

The group also managed to provide parenting skills classes for new parents, sewing classes, and weight
loss classes. Overall a very active association committed to providing services for the residents of
Ivybridge.

“The activities have kept the centre alive and vibra  nt and enabled there to be a wide offer for differe  nt
sections of the community” -  BridgeLink Administrator

Southern Avenue Residents Association, Feltham

The Rainbow Project funded a refurbishment of the multi use games

area on the Waterloo Estate. The existing games area was in a poor

state and needed investment in order to make it safe and appropriate

for children and young people to play in.

The Southern Avenue Residents Association also secured funding

from the Evening Standard to deliver football sessions for children

and young people on the estate provided by Brentford Football Club

Community Sports Trust, Rainbow Project funding was used to carry

on the football sessions. The children on the estate have really enjoyed and welcomed the activity
taking place on the estate.

Sutton Lane Residents Association, Hounslow

Rainbow Project funding was approved to build a Multi Use Games
Area adjacent to the community centre on Moulton Avenue to
encourage a more active lifestyle for the whole community. We hope
that the children and young people on the estate really enjoy their new
resource.

Community development, well-being and advice projec ts

Brentford & Chiswick Somali Women’s Group, Brentford

The Brentford and Chiswick Somali Women’s Group were funded by the
Rainbow Project to provide a range of activities for women and children in

the Brentford area. Activities included swimming classes, sewing classes

for women and a homework club for children to improve fitness,
confidence, reduce isolation and generally improve community
integration.

Sewing classes in particular were very popular, and the group would like

to continue this. The group is currently looking at options for a second year project

Convent Way

Convent Way Residents Steering Group secured funding to carry out a
refurbishment of the Convent Way 4Ward Centre, complete with an computer
suite. The refurbishment has been completed, and the centre is in regular use,
with residents able to drop in and use the computer suit for web surfing, tuning
up their CV’s and look for jobs, or just stay in touch with friends and family.
Funding was also granted to run a programme of activities including sports
sessions, street dance, sewing classes and drop-in sessions all targeted at
women and children on the estate.



The Steering group has been working very closely with the local Somali community on the estate
to ensure activities are accessible for the whole community. Another round of activities including
sewing classes is set to start again soon.

The group also secured additional funding from the Rainbow Project to employ a centre manager

for the new look 4Ward Centre. The centre manager has been in post for nearly a year now, and
has ensured that there is regular use from the centre.

TW4 Community Development Trust, West Hounslow

The Rainbow Project also likes to look longer term for the communities of Hounslow. Funding was
granted for TW4 Community Development Trust to employ two Community Development workers
to help build capacity in the TW4 region. The two officers report to the TW4 Community
Development Trust board of trustees, and are tasked with trying to establish partnerships with
local businesses and communities to bring in funding and resources to the TW4 area. The officers
have been instrumental to organising a number of events in the local area, including a TW4 Food
Festival and TW4 Carnival where 700 people attended and celebrated the carnival with friends,
relatives and neighbours. Preparations are already underway for next year’s carnival.



