
� If you are a registered civil partner, you and 
your partner must claim as a couple

� If you are getting any of these income
related benefits when you register your civil 

partnership, you will have to claim as a couple

� If you live as a couple with your partner even
if you decide not to become civil partners,
then you still need to make a claim for these 
benefits as a couple.

If you think this applies to you, you will need
to contact the benefit office that deals with your
benefit as soon as you can and claim as a
couple. This will normally change the amount
of benefit you are entitled to. Some people who
get benefit now may lose this because their
partner’s income and savings or working hours
are too high. You could ring the Department of
Work and Pensions Benefit Enquiry Line with
a general question about how the new law will
affect your own benefit claim on 0800 88 22 00.

From 5 December 2005:

� Civil partners will have most of the same rights
to state pensions that had previously only 
applied to married couples and widows or
widowers. This will apply to retirement pension 
and state second pension and SERPS. This 
may increase the amount of pension someone 
can claim on the death of their partner or if 
they dissolve their civil partnership. 

� Bereavement benefits and widow’s benefits 
are available to civil partners. This can mean 

entitlement to benefits on the death of your 

civil partner. It may also mean that benefits 
now in payment stop as the living together 
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Income related benefits - 

� Income Support
� Income based Jobseeker’s Allowance
� Pension Credit

� Housing Benefit
� Council Tax Benefit
� NHS health benefits

National Insurance benefits -

� Retirement Pension
� Bereavement Benefits
� Widow’s Benefit
� Incapacity Benefit
� Contribution based Jobseeker’s Allowance
� Maternity Allowance

The new law also applies to -

� Child tax credit
� Working tax credit
� Child Support maintenance

� Social Fund
� Some other social security benefits like

Carer’s Allowance and War Pensions

Before 5 December 2005, the law did not treat
same-sex couples in the same way as opposite-

sex couples. Same-sex couples were treated
as individuals.Opposite-sex couples were treated

as one financial unit.If you claim one of these
benefits as a member of a couple, the income,

savings and hours of work of both of the couple
will be taken into account.These rules now apply
to same sex and opposite sex couples from 5

December 2005. They apply to people already

getting one of these benefits and to people
making a new claim to these benefits.

The new law means changes in entitlement
for same-sex couples for social security

benefits and tax credits.

So...from 5 December 2005 the rules for
social security benefits and tax credits are
the same for same-sex couples as they
are for people of the opposite-sex who live
together as husband and wife.  

If you think you are living as a same-sex couple -
not just as friends or because you are their carer -
then you need to advise the office that pays your
benefits or tax credits that you are a couple to
make sure your claim is correct.

rules will apply to these benefits for all same-

sex couples not just civil partners.

� If you get another benefit like Incapacity 
Benefit, Carers Allowance, Maternity 

Allowance, Severe Disablement Allowance 

and Unemployability Supplement and an 
increase is payable for a spouse then you 
may get extra for your civil partner.

� Disability Living Allowance and Attendance 
Allowance should not be affected by the new 
rules for couples.

If you get tax credits and you live as a same-
sex couple, the Tax Credit Office want you to tell
them. The law change treats same-sex couples
in the same way as opposite sex couples from
5 December 2005. A new application will have
to be made as a couple. This will change the
calculation for your entitlement to tax credits.
Contact the Tax Credit helpline on 0845 300
3900 (textphone 0845 300 3909). If you take
longer than 3 months to tell them you are living
as a couple now the law has changed, they can
make you pay a penalty.

Civil partners who are parents are treated in the

same way as married partners for Child Support.
They will be expected to provide support for any

children they are the legal parent of when the
relationship ends. Even if you are not civil

partners, the amount of maintenance you pay
for a child from a previous relationship may be

affected. Contact the Child Support Agency on
08457 133 133 (minicom 08457 138 924).

Changes to
benefit and
tax credit rules
for same-sex
couples

How does this
affect you ?
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You can find more information on the range

of changes in the law for same-sex couples (men

and women) in the booklet on Civil Partnership at

www.womenandequalityunit.gov.uk.

Opening Doors web links lists support

organisations for all ages - including those
specifically for people from black and minority
ethnic communities and faith backgrounds -
www.ageconcern.org.uk/AgeConcern/

information_743.htm

Local benefit offices

Hounslow housing benefit/council tax benefit
020 8583 4242.
Jobcentre Plus (West London District)
PO Box 8, Glasgow G4 0WL
(to tell about change of claim details)
0845 600 2773

Leaflet written by Hounslow Welfare Benefits and Money
Advice Unit, Chief Executive’s Directorate.
www.hounslow.gov.uk/advice_and_benefits/welfare_advice
Designed and produced by Corporate Communications
and The Print Unit. November 2005 (Amended March 2008)

The rules for benefits and tax credits apply

to people who are living together as a couple

in a relationship and not for people who are flat

sharers as friends or as a carer.

So if you: 

� share a flat or house with someone as a friend
� share a room with someone else but not

as a couple

� live in someone else’s home because you
are their carer and share household costs
...then you should not be affected by

these new rules

ADVICE AGENCIES

Hounslow Citizens Advice Bureau
Call 0870 126 9500 (for opening times)

Hounslow Welfare Benefits and Money Advice

Unit helpline
020 8583 5016

(minicom Thursday 1-2  020 8583 5013)

wbmau@hounslow.gov.uk

Age Concern Hounslow on 020 8560 6969

Hounslow Asian and Somali

Community Advice Service
020 8583 2525 (fax: 020 8583 5603)

Disability Network Hounslow

020 8758 2048 (fax: 020 8758 2014)
(minicom: 020 8758 2065) 

Hounslow Law Centre on 020 8570 9505 10-1.

OTHER HELPFUL

NUMBERS AND

WEBSITES

Ealing, Hounslow &

Hammersmith

Gay Mens’ Project
advice line on

0800 587 8302

07947 734201
info@westlondongmp.org.uk

Stonewall on

020 7593 1850

08000 502020

(minicom

020 7653 0759)

Outwest
020 8892 5061

Naz Project 

020 8741 1879

(fax: 020 8741 9609)

www.hounslow.gov.uk 
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Albanian 

Arabic

Bengali

Farsi

French

Gujarati

Hungarian

Kurdish/Sorani

Panjabi

Polish

Spanish

Somali

Amharic

Bosnian

Chinese

Czech

Hindi

Russian

Urdu
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